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ABSTRACT

The topic has been analyzed on handicrafts practiweng Mising Tribes of Assam due to focus thesodamety for their
active role in the measures of traditional produdisfact, traditional art and crafts are succinggeemed in the universal
economic agenda i.e. from the incipient age oflization the people practicing their need based diaraft items. It is
seemed that the Mising tribes are also takingatiites to sustain their production for householdiaiies and they have
one of the peculiar characters in the work culturehe tribal society. They know to do all typenafrk either cultivation,
household, horticultural or handicrafts where mggtkeoccupied with economic validation. Accordingly attempt has
been made to understand such tribe’s economic ablhe Mising society. The first part of the topidl focus on a
historical overview on specific area. In the secotie topic will focus to understand the role tgpiove in a reliable
socio-economic life and try to disguise the diffiee of man and tribe in production of livelihoodaseres. In the third, it
will highlight how to Mising women participate ing employment generation, redistribution and inriimvein the pace of
modern. Although, these tribe of the section areeegkly dominated by men as well as for keeping the a household
wife, but in the comprehensive study the quanfityarks are large than a man. Lastly it will higgtit on education which
is the most important for the sustainable handigoadduction and this topic will be drawn some remmclusions at the end.
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INTRODUCTION

Traditional art and crafts are succinctly seemedhm economic agenda of the world i.e. from thepient age of
civilization the people practicing their need basedhdicraft items. In fact, the Mising tribe aree tfirst and foremost
particular groups who accept karkhana system irasghose implemented by Mughals in India helpetha cluster
method in the development of handicraft productad redistribution upto nook and corner of theestdihe impact of this
cluster production entered among the tribal groafpall regions in the state. The Mising communityAssam was their
exceptional living in the mostly peripheral anderivalluvial land where they have earned their funeiatal need by
themselves. Hence, after the plough agricultun®dhtced, the people started their permanent settieand cooperation.
The labour division after the initiating food ecomp in societies, the marriage practice was stadigel to connect the
agriculture and horticulture. Mainly the tribe islated with the practice of horticulture. There evesome substitute
practices in continuation with agriculture and fatture those handicrafts to sustain the fundaalergeds of people for

shelter, clothing, feeding. It is found that in Bvsocial system man and tribe have similar contidn to the economy of
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a state. But tribe are exceptional in the presem tn context of their role in household apartnirthe traditional role is
also attempt in this topic. In a comprehensive \gtitds seemed the Mising tribe has one of theuparc characters in the
work culture at the tribal societies. They knowdo all type of work either cultivation, househohlibrticultural or

handicrafts where mostly preoccupied with some enua activities. In general, major part of oncelyléife is devoted to

activities that earn something for living. Suchiéties are not performed equally by man and tiiball social systems. In
some systems tribe perform different types of jisbm those of men and in some other systems nohrdifterence are
maintained in economics activities. It is, thereformportant to understand the role difference @nnand tribe in
economic life of different cultural groups. Accandly an attempt has been made in this chapter denstand the tribe’s

economic role of the Mising society.

In the remote past when the Misings lived the hiliey practiced jhum cultivation. Tilling of lartiy a cattle-
drawn plough was unknown to them in those daysséash and burn method of agriculture was the ordthod for them.
This system of production continued even after sietyied in the plains. Jungles were cut down ahdblelry; and then
were burnt. Seeds were then shown without tillihg soil. In this context, Dalton said, “This trilve with few
exceptions confined there cultivation to the aliiflats bordering on the large rivers. They cuvddhe trees, but do not
remove them, and then cutting and burning the bvask, they hoe up the ground between the treespint in it
everything they grow, rice, opium, a little cottanaize, millet &c., for two or three years in sussien, when they think
the soil in exhausted, and then they leave it and\gr the same process elsewhere. The obsengitidalton precisely
sums up how the Misings operated agriculture imjhmethod not only in the hills but also in the p&afor centuries until
they started settled cultivation with adoption aftle drown plough. Like any other society, the ikiis have also tradition
of work allocation for tribe. The works allotted tteem may be categorized as household or domeastécanomic works
refer to cooking, cleaning, feeding domestic biadsl animals, tending children, serving men folk alidther domestic
chores. The economic works which the Mising triteefgrms refer to cultivation, weaving livestock pégy. In jhum
cultivation, tribe’s role was considerably sign#itt. In this system, tribe were to clean the groafter burning the cut -
down trees, hoe the ground, plant seeds, weecheuhbdrbs, look after the crops, chase of animadshémis and so on.
Harvesting was exclusively done by the tribe fdlkus, the Mising tribes were considered not onhaapouse of men

folk but also as a labour force in agriculturalgwotion. They were considered essential for viglslenomic life.

The Mising tribe pursues the handicrafts as a fp@k-occupation to produce the cloth required bghefamily,
but they detest production on commercial basis. ¢éi@w, it is found that the professional weavers @me. The
implements of weaving which were and still are camnin almost all the Assamese families are quite ife number,
Besides various types of looms, ugha, chereki, m@kitraranjan weaver instrument, spinning wheebthani, etc., are
some of the accessories required for weaving. Asynaa twelve types of looms are said to be in nsthe State which
may be broadly grouped under four categories, Tlerow Suttle Loom, Loin Loom, Pit Loom and Fly $theiLoom. The
first one is found in almost every found in almesery Assamese household while the second one égsrinmon use
among the hill tribes. Te Bengali weavers who hangrated from East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) mastéyPit Loom.
The Fly Shuttle loom which is recent introductisnan improved type of frame which considerablyéases the output of
the weavers. Historically, it is found in Indiatie oldest cotton producing centre of the worldyats famous in the world
for its craftsmanship in cotton weaving and dyeings seemed that the art of cloth printing aladia had earned a name
for it at the age old handloom industry in Indiss lEssed through several historical and politiesletbpments. In this

topic an attempt has been taken to study the giiggtorical growth and development especiallyamdioom sector.
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OBJECTIVE OF TOPIC
The main objectives of this Topic are-
» To examine the demographic, economic important s\ tribe in Assam.

e To find out the types of handicrafts productionAesam and participation in handicraft making, selliand

business.
» To evaluate how Mising Autonomous Council takeiative toward the economic advancement of Misindpdr

* To study and examine the role and status of Midifize involves in handicrafts production with pautiar

reference to their empowerment issue.

In fact, the handicraft is the most important ineogeneration of India in terms of providing emplenhto
backward and down trodden people, maintaining #réage and culture of the country, contributingekport sector. The
historical development of civilization have beemught the culture of dress-wearing from the orighd past glory the
handloom industry may be better termed as a tinmofsal cottage industry. The evidences reveal thaticrafts plays
very significant role in particular economy in respto tribe’s rights and opportunities to own rgses, education and
participation in gainful employment, access to dradd savings in the family as in society. The iNfistribe are mainly
involves to a greater extent in weaving, livestscievelopment, horticultural management, fishinaditional dress and

cooking food, and working in the field.
REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Having the historical incognitos, it is found thatthe recent time study on tribe has receivedemtgdeal of attention
throughout the world. Many studies have been medewbnducted in different countries dealing witherand status. A
vast literature has been developed on this asgfettbe’s participating in the handicraft practieee devoted a small
number of scholars. Dr. Jawahar Jyoti Kuli in hizoR ‘the Mising their history and cultural’ portrey about the history
of Mising, migration and socio-culture life. Inclng language and literature like wish their sodidkaral changes in the
present context are also comprehensively and igeintiNorth-East India composed a number of Arscén the tribal
society and their problems indentify crisis of Matkl groups etc. Presently, the Misings of Assamecanto modern
education only during the concluding decades ofl®th century. Prior to the advent of the BritishAissam in 1826, the
Misings were totally ignorant of modern educatitinvas only during early decades of the 20th cgnthat the Misings
people started getting modern education. Charu @aBoley and Muhi Chandra Miri (Patir) were thestfiArts and
Science graduates from the community in 1926 arl X¥8spectively. These two pioneers of the Misiagiety along
with their friends worked hard to popularize edigraand launch a reform movement in the Mising etycby forming a
conference called Miri Sanmellan in 1924 which wabsequently re-designated as Mising Bane Kebaagef@lly, the
presidents of its open sessions were invited fram-Mising educated elite and the speeches delivbygethem left
enormous impact on the common masses. As a rdkeltMising tribe began to realize the importancenaidern

education. Many books and articles based on resdmnee been published on tribe issues.
HISTORICAL UNDERSTANDING

Weaving is another important job that every Misiribe is expected to do. It is traditional job them. Every Mising girl

is expected to be an expert weaver. In the pagtfl aot good in the weaving was least preferrednarriage. Thus,
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weaving skill* was an important qualification forMising for marriage. Even before settlement in pitgns, the Mising
tribe use to weave clothes for entire members ef fmily. In those days, it was an indispensible jo meet the
requirement of cloths for them as there was noratharce to get clothes at that time. In the gasthill dwelling people
were completely out of modern market economy. Bey had to be self dependent in all requirementivimg including

clothes. As such, tradition of making clothes deped in them and the tradition is still carriedadthough the Misings are
now completely exposed to modern mill-made cloteetensively. Yet the tradition of weaving has beeaintained.

Rearing animals and birds is also another impoganhomic activity of Mising tribe. Every adult lgirears pigs, fowls
and goats for her own private earning. These l@rdsanimals have good market in the villages. Brgworship chicken,
pig and fish are required. For small scale ritudlicken is enough. But for large one, pig is a m&ssh is only a
supplementary requirement in most of the ritualee Mising like any other tribes of the reason weompletely

agriculturist in the past. They could never thirilnon agricultural occupation except selling sorhtheir product for gash

incomes in those days. They sold livestock and sointieeir veracities of cash crop directly to theybrs.

The beautiful handicrafts fabrics show the creagjgaius of individual weavers whom tradition hadmarilliant
artisans. Traditionally, the skill in the art of aweng and spinning has always been held to be dntheo highest
attainments of an Assamese woman. In comparisdnswuith context in case of the marriage proposslséemed that the
proficiency of the would-be bride in Bowa-kata,igkill in spinning and weaving is counted higHburing the rule of the
Ahoms, elaborate arrangements were made for keepitlge 'Royal Store' sufficient quantity of closhef different
varieties for presentation to foreign courts anghdariesl. It is also found that until the begimmiof the present century
the whole of the cloth requirements of every Asssamé&amily were secured from the family handloomit Buith
increasing competitions from mill-made cloth, tlaenfly handlooms now supply only special varietiéglothes for tribe
and for social and religious purposes. Even themiial areas, women still depend on home-made etotfoven from mill
made yarns. After this the handloom clothes produnainly to the family needs, there is very litilade in hand-woven

clothes therein.

During the British Period Indian cotton and silkogls could be sold for a profit in the British metrbut at a
price 50-60% lower than the cost at which the Bhitgoods could be produced as such, to be ablertg dhe cloth
produced by their Lancashire and mills in India amdrohibit Indian exports to England. India wasieerted into an
importer of cotton goods from England from 18131880 which is not enough to depict succinctly thigat production
during the British rule, or even resorted from Hagbaric production of Indian artisans. Moreovhis traditional craft of
India is alive even today and Indian artisansaedtthe test of the time and have kept this gresdt alive despite various
hardships they have had to face. This traditioraft possesses inherent vitality and great potewtiich is not enough to
prove that. It is also help in maintenance of aaltineritage demands that this traditional art of country should be
preserved. It can be considered that India is thibtace of cotton manufacture, and it is as @dar human civilization.
From that time the hand spun yarn and the hand maleth has been handed over from one generatioatter
generation. Development of the Handloom SectoruthinoGovt. Programs during Pre and Post Reform &etime
government of India initiated many promotional mangs for the growth and development of Handloormustiy. The
government's attention was drawn on AgricultureghgyRoyal commission in 1928 and the Commissionmeuended the
need for the development of village industries oroperative lines. It is necessary to survive o@krindustries to face the
increasing competition from the organized sectdie industry seemed to have faced a period of aidyegerhaps due to

the disturbed fortunes of the ruling kings and figbin olden times. It could not thrive well dugrthe British regime as
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the latter did not take any interest for the pregref this Tribal people particularly for Mising @munity in the State. But
after independence by efforts of then governmere HEegun to make good progress in the livelihoodsuees for the
peripheral villages and riverine inhabitants. Mgsthe rearing is done to meet the requirementiefamily though there

are a few professionals who practice it more g tescommercial lines.

Presently, Mising Autonomous Council, Mising TakBarin Kebang, Mising Gana Sakti etc. are ample foimo
the development of tribe artisans in the handisrpfoduction. The North East Handloom and Handiser@gvelopment
Corporation set up in 1977, has initiated a nunmdfesteps to promote the growth and developmentasfdloom and
handicrafts in Assam. Towards this end, the cotpmraupplies raw materials and working capitathte handloom sector
and provides facilities for the marketing and trendioom products. Under this guidance, handloom lamdicraft
products from the North East have been displayedaious trade fairs and exhibitions held in festtimarket. For the
benefit of these weavers, training programmes, tcocion of work sites, supply of looms and othehames have been
taken up. District Industries Office is at the coféhe village industries programme as same a@aken by the Assam
Khadi & Village Industries Board. It is nhow gendyatecognized that all of the development programmader those
organization is the most essential to restore #ilanted socio-economic growth. It is seemed thatBibard is trying to
replace the traditional implements with the imprbwanes and to introduce improved methods of teckenigp that the

rural artisans may increase their productivity.
FINDINGS OF THE TOPIC

e The handicraft habits among the Mising tribe regumore training and up gradation of knowledge of
entrepreneurship at par with modern trend keegiegraditional aspects in totality. It may be menéd that the

Mising tribe subsists primarily on agricultural @oony based on production of cane and bamboo misteria

» Tribe should be given necessary support to credgdeeist for involvement in handicraft sector of ftate. They
would have certain impact to make them more orgahtp solve their own problems. The rice is produatnly
for domestic consumption where mustard seeds als@pare produce for commercial purposes. Thehaire

worker than men.

e Mising family is livestock namely fowls, pigs, geattc. Economically they are one of the weakeli@estof the
Assamese population. The actual burning problerasdamanded by the local inhabitants. Corruptiolygpkn

important role and public fund is misused.

* Area is mainly flood affected, where many time,sse® do not allow for progressing the schemes. Hrey
basically agro-based and more than 99% busy onwdtgnie. Due to heavy erosion, flood stands as ohaser for
permanent construction. Annual repairing becomeomsyllabus for the year and in the name repaifingl is

not properly used.

» Political leaders enjoy more privileges due to igmze of the people. People are not interestedffiniad
correspondence and major part of the people dadeioav about the proposed scheme or fund positioere/the
area is very backward and no newspapers, T.Vcamfortable communication. Departmental inspectmoper

audit would have to be need to control/check theused of fund.

» Training, seminar, workshop, public meetings amyoeequired for sustaining major issues.
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State government should strictly scrutinize thévais of Council and public allegation should henored and
due to lacks of education the people are not catiperfor which they feel uneasy to express themedrits.
Traditional belief is another important burninguss which directly or indirectly impact on sociocomomic

condition.

CONCLUSIONS

From the above all it is found that handicraft et a very high point of perfection under the Goweent. For this the

Mising tribe should come forward and under sucloriext the positive role of family, society, state very essential to

generate and sustain the process. It is foundAbsam silk was produced on trees and the stufferméathem were very

brilliant amongst the Tribal people. It is seembdtthow to run successful handicrafts with sustilitg is a matter of

concern for every new person in the field of enteepurship. It is easy to open an enterprise budlggdifficult to sustain

it. A weaver should always keep in mind some imgrutraspects. It should be remembered always thaht@nprise runs

well because of the employees and its consumers henefit from it. They should look in to the followg points to

respect profession, respect and reward employeesomktrate constructive criticism to our employexdéfer appropriate

salary, give yearly incentives through salary hike polite to our handloom entrepreneur. Socio-envo development is

one of the measures at present context of India.
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